Unit 3

Language Building Blocks




Need to Know!

Birth Order Names
Male Female
Istborn  Kyyny Istborn g3 iny
2nd born Heeng 2nd born  wjjhg
3rd born Haaga 3rdborn  gaksi iga
4thborn Naagi 4thborn  Hinggke
Sthborn  Naagi xyyny 5th born Haksiigaxyyny

hige - call

higaire - they call
hinjgaire - they call you
hjjgaire - they call me

Maixete raa¥ra jaagu hinjgaire? What is your English name?

Majxete raasra ga hjgaire. is my name.

Hoocak raasra jaagu hinjgaire? What is your Hoocak name?

Hoocgk raasra ga hjjgaire. is my name.
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Thiz zuffix iz uzed to mark perzonal namez. You uze it when vou are talking about a psrzon and

¥ou want to mention their name, «.g.: -[

Hoojogik Ze'e Kunyge higaire “That little boy’s name is-Kuyny.’ [ § ;M_TM_ _QM'J- 1
- - 2 = e per=

[t iz not used when vou are addressing or talking to comeone, az in: ;= it e :

Abo, Hiny! Hanjoars haipj. "Hello, Hinu! it's good to zee vou.” Dot umad wher |

It iz uzed on Hooegk names az well az Englich names, ¢.2.: e ety

& s g Wi I acdressing 1
wgs fypgaire. My name iz Kyny. Vo i

Phillipga fjjgaire. "My name iz Phillip.”
When you're uzing a combination of fwo names, for example, the Hoooak birth order name and
the English firat name, then the personal name marker is only used onee - on the second name
of that phraze:
Hinykpk Z=’e Hing Lillyga higaire. “That little gul’z name is Hiny Lilly.”
Th= perzonal name marker iz alzo uzed on all personal Hoooak names that are not birth order
names, &.g.:
Waachang=jga hjjgaire. "My name iz Waachanaj."
Apart from thiz one special nams which iz the author’z, we will not be uzing any of these names
throughout the book as they are sacred and very meaningful. However, one mors thing about
them in connection with the perzonal name marker nesdz to be explained: on these zpecial
perzonal names a distinetion between a female’s and a male’s name: for male names —2a is
uzed, for female names —fga or —wiga iz uzed. For more information on personal names that ares
not birth order names, please tumn to your Clan leaders and family members.
Though the personal name marker iz generally only uzed when referning to human beinga, there
ars a two exeeptions, the perzonal name marker may alzo be uzed for sither one of the
tollowing:

- the names of domesticated animalz (generally one’s pets);

- the namez of non-human characters in stories (e.2. in a children’s book).

Smplificd inflections of fige *(to) call somecone something”

In the grid below you'll find a list of inflections for the verb Asge. You will soon find out that

there iz more going on with that word than will explained in thiz Unit. However, for the phrazes
that you need to leam in this unit a complete knowledge of the ztructure that underlies thiz

verb’s inflections iz not yet neceszary, thersfore we'll keep it as simple as poasible for now. The
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grid lists all the forms you need to memorize to complete this unit. Further grammatical
explanations will be provided later on,

~_number singular
person
hjjgaire "they call me’
! hinjgaire "they call you’
3 higaire ‘they call him/her/it’

Different sentence types - a brief remark on intonation
We have already established that statements which end in a consonant are marked by the

declarative marker —$ana.
E.g. Hjpinakdgng. 'I'm doing good (sitting).’
You also know already that all other statements, namely those which end in a vowel, are
marked by falling intonation as well as the lengthening of that last vowel. The sentence also
sounds like it is finished off with a slight “n” sound. This is because in earlier times sentences
that ended in a vowel were also marked by a declarative marker. This marker used to be -na.
However, over a longer period of time this marker was used less and less and is nowadays
hardly ever heard anymore. The slight “n” sound is all that remains.
E.g. Hinyga hfjgaire. *They call me Hiny." Is pronounced Hinyga hijgairee(n).
The lengthening of the sentence final vowel in declarative statements will not be represented
orthographically, as this may lead to confusions.
To know this intonation rule is essential as it may be the only thing that distinguishes a question
from a statement. In English questions can easily be recognized by either the use of a question
word (that’s the same in Hoocgk) or by their change of word order from a declarative sentence
(this is different in Hoocak!):
E.g.  Susy’s Hoocak name is Hiny. VS,

Is Susy’s Hoocak name Hiny?
Note how the word is is moved to the first position of the sentence when making a question.
In Hoocgk however, the word order is the same for both, the declarative sentence and the
question, the verb always remains in the sentence final position:
E.g.  Susyga Hoocak raa§ra Hinyga higaire. Vs,

Susyga Hoocak raasra Hinyga higaire?
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Intonation

In Hooecgk the intonation iz what makes all the difference. Cuzstions are generally pronounced
with rizing intonation, you will hear thiz on all the audio tracks that accompany thiz textbook.

While practicing thiz, don’t be afraid to overdo your intonations a first. It'z better to over-

pronounce something than be mizundsrotood.

A brief note on the term Magvete, which iz a contraction of mazzfi "knife’ and xess "big’: during

zome of their first encounters with white people the Hooegks saw them carrying swords, which

they referred to as "big knives’. The term haz now become to be uzed az a general term for any

white perzon. When it refers to a language, it almost always meanz "Englizh’.
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Question Words

Hoocak has "question words" just as the English language does. In grammar class
these were referred to as "the 5 W's and How/How Many". Because the Hoocak

language is so specific especially when talking about time the differences
are noted below.

Who Peezega
What Jaagy
When Jaajanane "when" in the past

Jaajanagi "when" in the future

Where Hacjija

Why Jaagy'y

How Jaasge

How many Jaanaga refers to a quantity

How many Jaangha refers to an amount of time or distance
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PeeZega?

Who?
PeeZega reekjene?

Who is going?
Jaagu?

What?
Jaagu hise?

What did you say?
Jaagu rooragy?

What do you want?

haacjja je?

Where is 74
Haacjja rahi?

Where did you go?
Jaajanagi hjhikjanawi?

When will we be there?

) Jaajanagi hinycap hikjanawi?
When are we going to get that?
e Jaagu'y?

Why?
¢ Jaagu'y Waﬁ'u?

Why did you do that?

Iﬂ
s
1w
N —5. 1S
i~ F -k
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Need to Know!

Haaha’a- Yes

Ke yaaperes nj
Caagoreeja howatang?
Jaagu hise?

Zige aare

Maasjq aare
Maasjajna aare

Zige hisang?

Gerejk aare

Gerejk hisang?

Nee hinjgire

Nee hirakikikjanaawi
Waakikynyni

airegi, jaagu airana?

Pjj hjnagigi

Ke nanjkixgu nj

Ka'-No
I don’t know.
May | go to the bathroom?
What did you say?
Say it again.
Say it loud.
Say it louder.
Can you say it again?
Say it slow.
Can you say it slow
It's your turn.
You are going to team up.
| forgot.

How do you say

You did good for me.

I didn’t understand you.
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‘[ 7aanjsge - Jaagu - Hinjgaire

Gting

Hiiny:

Kuyyny:

Hiiny:

Haa, Jaanisge raje?
Hi, how are you?

Haaho, hjpjaje. Jaanjsge raje?
Hi, I'm doing good. How are you?

Hipiaje.
I’m doing good.
Hoocak raa¥ra jaagu hinjgaire?
What is your Hoocak name?

Hoocak raa¥ra Kyynyga hjjgaire.
My Hoocak name is Kyynu.
NjjSge Hoocak raa%ra jaagu hinjgaire?
What is your Hoocak name?

Hoocak raafra Hiinyga hjjgaire.
My Hoocgak name is Hiinyga.
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w Haho!/Aho! Hanic@

Hiny;

Kuny:

Jaanisge raje? / Jaanjsge Sangk?

Aho! Hanjcara haipj.

Hag! Nii¥ge hanicara haipj. Jaanjsge anak?
Hipinaksang. Jaanjsge rajc?

Hipiaje.

Haho! Hanjcawira haipi. Jaanjsge hasanakwi?

Kiyny & Hing: Hipjanakwi.

Niigge?

Haaha'o. Hipiaje.

Zige hanjcakje!

Zige hanjcakie!

Zige hanjcakjawi!
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I Info: Pronounce declaralive
sentences that end in a vowel
with falling intonation, while

| dragging out the final vowel

1 and finishing off the sentence

1 with a slight “n* sound.

W w— — — — —

| Info: When you osk someene in |
{ Hoocgk how sthe is doing, you |
have to address hinvher |
I according fo the position sthe is I
In: sitting, standing ot lying
down (/horizontal movement),

Info: The declaretive suffix
—$gng is used when the last
| word ofa declammtive sentence
I (= astatement) ends in a
| consonant It is not used on

| Info: The plural suffix —wican |
| pluralize 17 (I, me) and 2% ]
| person (you) verb forms, i

Zige hanjcakjawi! w



Kyyny:

Hiiny:

Kyyny:

Hiiny:

Kyyny:

Haaho, Jaanjsge raje?
Hi, how are you?

Haa, pij ha'y hajena. Jaanjsge raje?
Hi, I'm doing good. How are you?

HyiSa hanjhena.

I’ve been busy.
Hanjcara hajpi.

I’m glad to see you.

Toonjkewehi?
Are you hungry?

Haaha'o, to jikewehina.
Yes, I’'m hungry.

Hiha, hjwarucikje.
OK, let’s eat.
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Positional Suffixes B

To make a sentence present tense you add a positional to the end of the sentence. A positional
is added to the end of a sentence depending on the position of the subject. The positional will
indicate if the subject is sitting, standing or lying/horizontal movement. If the subject is
engaged in lying/horizontal movement such as walking or running the speaker would use the
lying positional. The suffixes are indicated below with stick figures. These suffixes are used

when speaking in 1st person singular. When the subject is plural these words have to be
modified slightly.

O

-

-jee

**NOTE: Each of the above suffixes conjugates like a verb.

The box below shows the 3 positionals and their conjugations for 1st, 2nd and 3rd person
subjects.

Standing Sitting Lying/Moving
1st person: haje nak mak
2nd person: raje w §§W§k

3rd person: ﬁ ﬂﬂk \ %k

* “jee” is spelled with a double vowel in the third person form, except when you add a personal
indicator such as ha- or ra- then the second “e” is dropped.
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Haa! Hjpjaje.

r JaanisgerajL_J

i(/;‘ﬂ

Hello (male) Aho!
Hello (female) Haa!

When you ask someone how they are doing, you need to consider whether they are
standing up, sitting down, lying down or movin g. Above you see how to ask someone
who is standing up. Here are the other ways to ask someone how they are doing based on
their position.

Aho! Jaanjsge $anak?
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My name is 3 hijgaire.
What is your name? Jaagu hinjgaire?
His/her name is ; hjjgaire.

Notice also that there is no difference between saying “he” and “she” in Hoocak. It is
through context that people can determine whether or not it is a man or a woman. Make
sure you listen and look for these changes in other phrases and questions.

Maa kerepana saaca
waa yhajena / waa yaje.

How old are you? Maa jaanaha was yraje?

lam__ . Maa waa yhajena / waa'yaje.
(numbers are listed in your word 1ist)

Hacjjja howaraji?

Where are you from? Hacjjja howaraji?

I am from : eja howawaji?
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( Jaanjsge $anak?

Hipi nak $ana.

You can ask someone how they ate doing the same way whether they are lying down or
moving.

How are you? (standing) Jaanjsge raje?

How are you? (sitting) Jaanjsge $anak?

How are you? (lying down or moving) Jaanjsge sawak?
RaaSra jaagu hinjgaire?

Hiinyga hjjgaire.

Hoocak does not have these same pronouns. Hoocak instead adds something to a verb
which will slightly alter its meaning.
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Heit’e hi’yra:
Hoocgk is a verb final language. That means that the last word of a simple sentence is

generally a verb. Verbs are in fact the most important part of speech you’ll learn about in
this book. This unit will focus on the positionals ngk, jee and ak/gk. They are mostly used
as auxiliary verbs together with other verbs, but they can also be used as the sole verb of
a sentence, as shown in the greetings above. The three positionals roughly translate into
“to be [in a certain position]’ in English, When learning Hoocak you have to start thinking
in terms of positions. When making a statement about yourself or others (e.g. how
somebody is doing, or where somebody is at, or even what somebody is doing at the
moment), you will often have to use these positionals in your sentence. There are three
positionals you can use:

nak means "o be sitting”,

Jfee means 'to be standing up’, and

ak or gk means 'to be lying down’ or *to be moving about horizentally’ (e.g. someone that
is walking by).

That's why, if you want to ask someone how s/he is doing, you have to use a different
positional for someone who is sitting down from when addressing someone who is
standing up.

Jaanisge Sangk? "How are you (sitting)?

Jaanjsge raje? "How are you (standing)?

Hoocak does not use freestanding personal pronouns like £ you, Ae, she, we, they cic. to
mark who vou are talking about, instead all verbs are inflected (=altered) for person (/
Yyou, heete.) and number (singular & plural, e.g. Fvs. we). English does not have nearly
as many verbal inflections as Hoocak, but you might be able to understand the concept a
little better by looking at the English verb 0 ée and how it changes when being used in
different contexts. 1f you want to talk about yourself, for example, you have (o say 7 am
but when you talk about another person you have to use se 4s. Then again, when you
talk to someone you have to use you are In Hoocak the verbs are changed
(/inflected/conjugated) according to different patterns that you will learn throughout this
book. The biggest difference compared to English is, that the inflected verb form will
mostly express what the personal pronouns express in English together with the English
verb, so try to keep that in mind.

We will now look at the inflectional paradigms for the positionals. They are very
important, so make sure you understand and memorize them well. Positionals are not only
used for living creatures. They are also used to refer to objects based on their shape and
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location. You will learn how to use the positionals in sentences that describe or refer to

objects in a unit 10.

Look at the table below. This type of grid will be used throughout the book to iltustrate
inflectional patterns. From now on please remember that 1™ person singular means /, 2°¢
person singular means you, 3 person singular means #¢, she or i, 1% person plural means

we, 2 person plural means you (2/f), and 3 person plural means they,

nak *(to) be sitting/in neutral position’

number singular plural
person :
1 D-nzk ha-nak-wi _C) 5
2 Sg-nak ha-sg-nak-wi i
Sqnak hadgngkwi :

3 @ -ngk nagk

= In Hoocak the 3" person singular (s/he, it) verb form is the most basic and also the
unaltered form of the verb. Thus, when you look up a verb in one of the vocabulary lists,
the way you find it there, is also the 3" person singular form, i.e. you will not have to
change it for this form. In the 1* and 2™ person singular forms you will mostly have to
add something (a prefix) to the front of the verb, this process is called prefixing. An
example of this is the form $g-sgk *you are (sitting)’. The @ symbol marks the position in
which an inflectional prefix would occur and lets you know at the same time that you do
not have to use one for this from (mostly applies to 3* person singular forms).

The positionals in Hoocak are rather irregular in their inflections, so they don’t all use the
same pattern. Look at the inflections of jee next.
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Inflections of jee *(to) be standing/in vertical position’

number singular plural
person
1. ha-jee ha-fee-wi == X
haje hajawi i Info: Some Hoocak suffixes and |
2k ra-jee ha-ra-jee-wi | enclitics trigger a so-called I
raje harajawi : metaphony from /e/ to /af, The :
3 plural marker —wy/is an example
3. Qj-j i (nazk) I for this, Thus _jee changes to |
| (hasia-Jja-wi |

= You can learn different things by looking at this table and cozgpagng-llﬁ p-aitéTn with
that used for mgk. (1) The plural for 1* and second person is always formed by adding fa-
to the front of the verb and w7 (o the end of it. The prefix a- that is used in the plural
forms is not the same as c.g. the 1* person singular &a-°1" used on jee It is a collective
marker that marks plurality. This marker is only used on the positionals and the deictic
motion verbs that you will learn about in unit 33. The plural suffix w7 on the other hand
is used on all verbs to mark 1™ and 2* person plural when used in combination with the
1" and 2™ person personal prefixes.

The other important thing to remember and learn from the inflectional pattern of jee is
that certain suffixes in Hoocak trigger a so called metaphony. This process changes the
verb final sound /ef to an /af whenever one of the metaphony triggering suffixes is added
to the verb. There are only a handful of verbs this rule applies to. Therefore whenever you
find a verb that ends in the sound /e/ in one of the vocabulary lists, this information will
be provided for you there, Also, if a suffix triggers the metaphony on those verbs the
information can also be found in your vocabulary lists,

It has already been mentioned that the positionals in Hoocak are rather irregular. Look at
the 3" person plural forms (*they®) for example: it is always nggk. Nakis not only the
positional for sitting, it is also the most neutral positional. That means it can lose its
positional meaning when necessary, If you look at the text again, vou can see that Heena
addresses Kuyny and Hiny with Jaanjsge hasanakwi? llow are you {all, sitting)? You have
also learned from the text that Hiny is standing up while Kyny is sitting down. Because
ngk is also the neutral positional it can be used to address a group of people that are each
in different positions, None of the other positionals can be used in that way.

Now lets look at the last positional 24 You can see that there is some variation going on
with this word, it has different inflectional forms that can be used in the first person. It's
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always best to remember the longest possible form first, once you become more fluent in

the language you can always shorten things down.

Inflections of gk/ak ‘(to) be lying/in horizontal position/movement’

number singular plural
person
1. (O-/m-)ak { O~/ha-m-)ak-wi
(m)zk (ham)jgkwi )’-()
2 Saw-ak ha-sgw-gk-wi
Sgwak hasgwakwi
3, O-ak (aaak)

Because you're only just beginning to learn Hoocak we'll now give you some information
about the underlying structure of this unit’s statements and questions. The different colors
will show you better how the statements and questions are put together. Don’t gel
discouraged, you'll soon know how to recognize and analyze these structures yourself.
First, let’s look at the different questions vou might want to ask:

“How are you {(SG)7”

how you you be
(2 person SG inflection of positional) | (sitting, standing, lying down)

%a- nak

jaanjsge ra- jee

Sqw- ak

Jaanjsge Zangk?
Jaanjsge raje? (remember: jee gets shortened when inflected)

Jaanjspe Sgwak?
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“How are you (PL)?”

J .

VYA ¥ ¢

how you collective marker you be plural marker
(2™ person PL (sitting,
inflection of positional) | standing, lying
down)
ia- nak
jaanjsge ra- jee -Wwi
Saw- ak
Jaanjsge haSangkwi?
Jaanjsge harajawi? (remember: je becomes ja because of - wi)
Jaanisge hasgwakwi?
“I'm doing good.™
I'm good 1 be declarative marker
(1% person SG inflection of | (sitting, standing, lying
positional) down)
a- nak -5ana.
hipij- ha- jee
(m-) ak -S4na.
Hipinak3ana. T,
Hipjaje, {remember: the /hi gets dropped) | lnfo: Na.ﬁalizabl_n oralyovels a5 1
=y A e uf} that follow nasal vowels are also
HipimakSana. {or: Hipjgkdany.) nasalized (nasalify spread). Nasality ]
usually also spreads through /w/and |
sometimes through /h/, Nasality in |
I Hoocak always spreads to the right. i
| Thus Ajpjase is pronounced Aipfzie. I
“We're doing good.” e
we're good collective we be plural marker
marker (1* person PL {sitting, standing,
inflection of lying down)
positional)
- nak
hipi- ha- ha- jee -wi
(m-) ak
Hipiangkwi.

Hipiajawi. (remember: the /h

Hipjamakwi, (or: Hipigkwi.)
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all end in a vowel,
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Note how you do not need the declarative suffix on any of these statements as they now

In hipjajawi the collective 4a- and the inflectional Aa- merge together into one Aa-

“1t’s good to see vou (8G).”

I see you the I like it

1* person sees 2™ person definite article

hanjca -ra haipj

IHanjcara haipj. (lit. "The me-secing-you, I like it.”)

“It’s good to see you (PL)."

I see you (more than one) the I like it
1" person sees 2™ plural marker definite article

person

hanjca -wi -T2 haipj

Hanjeawira haipi. {lit. 'The me-seeing-you (more than one), | like it.")

“I'll see you {(5G) again.”

again I see you will
1* person sees 2" person future time marker
Zige hanijca kje

Zige hanjeakje! (lit. ' will see vou again,")

“I'll see you (PL) again.” OR: “We'll see you (SG) again.”™ OR: “We’ll see you (PL)

again.”

again L/we see you will (more than one)
1* person sees 2™ future time marker | plural marker
person

zZige hanjca -kje -wi

Zige hanjcakjawi!

Note how the plural suffix —w7 can pluralize either the I’ or the *vou’ {or even both of

them]) of the [ see you' statement. Thus the statement is ambiguous without a context it
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/ "T'm doing good”. Makc surc you use the correct positional
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' - Prepositips
m !’ kere - kanak - t yyp

* TO PLACE:
When you talk about putting or placing an item the word used is very specific.

* kere is used to place a standing object Example: a cup
* kanak is used to place a rounded object Example: a ball

* t'yyp is used to place an object that is long or lying down Example: a pen or paper

* Using the prefix “ha”:

* hakere is used to place (a standing object) ON SOMETHING
* hakangk is used to place (a rounded object) ON SOMETHING

* hat'yyp is used to place (an object that is long or lying down) ON SOMETHING

* Using the prefix “ho”:
* hokere is used to place (a standing object) WITHIN SOMETHING

* hokangk is used to place (a rounded object) WITHIN SOMETHING

* hot yyp is used to place (an object that is long or lying down) WITHIN SOMETHING



Hihak'eeja Kuuha'ija

fi = i

Hocakena 'eja

nnnnnnn

. 1 -
Coowe 'eja Rook eeja
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Language Ptterns ‘

TSOV
Time Subject Object Verb

Senterice patterns can change every day in the Hoocak langnage. There are many
ways to express thoughts and ideas in Hoocgl. A senfence pattern commonly used by
speakers i3 TSOV. The key to understanding this pattern is being able to recognize
what category each word would fall under. Is it time, subject, object, or a verb?

When using TSOV you will need to construct sentences from left to right.
TIME
Time of day, Day of week, Time of year, ele.

Time will come first in this sentence structure. Time ig used in a variety of ways.
Like Bngligh, time in Hoocgk is just as broad.

SUBJECT
Person, Place, Thing, efc.

The sulbsject will be second. The subject is the one that is performing the action or
who/what the sentence is describing.

OBJECT
Person, Place, Thing, ete.

The object will be third. It is the person/place/thing that receives the action verb or
where the sentence is taking place.

¥ERB
Eating, Playing, Rununing, Weather Terms, elc.

The verb will be last in this sentence pattetn. The verb is the action or it is what
describes the subject,
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Sentence Building

Sentence building will be an everlasting process. In order to achieve everyday usage
of TSOV, the learner must be disciplined in recognizing words in these four areas,
Being able to recognize what is the difference between time, subject, object, and verb
is essential to sentence building. Before sentence building can take place, the learner
must develop a strong vocabulaiy and an emphasis in promuneiation of sach word.

Time Tense

Future fense- Future tense sentences will have a —ikjene/ikene or —ikje at the end of
the sentence. This is used on the end of the verb.

Example- Sgaac - is fo play.
Sgacikjene - fe fs going to play.

Present tense- Present tense sentences will have a positional at the end of each verb,

The positional will change depending on whether the subject is stand ing/sitting/
lying or moving.

Example- Sgaac wa'ujee - He is playing. (standing)

Past tense- Past tense sentences will usually just end with the verb itself. Some words
will end with —na or —§ang.

Examiple- Sgaac or §gaactana - He played,
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TSOV Sentence Pattern Examples

Time,Verb
Haapcek gi hasgacikjene. - I'm going to play Monday.
Haapcek regl haSgac. - I played last Monday.

Time, Object, Verb
Haap Hitaniha gi cagkeja hasgacikjene. - I’'m going fo play outside Wednesday.

Haap Hitan jha regi caakeja haSgac. - I played outside Iast Wednesday.

Time, Subject, Object, Verb

Hazp Hisacaha gi Hinuga caakeja $gacikjene. - Hinu is going to play outside
Friday.

Haap Hingpaha hoxjang gi Hinyga caakeja Sgacikjene. - Hinu is going to play
outside Tuesday evening.

Haap Hinypaha haahe regi Hinyga caakeja $gaac. - Hinu played outside Tuesday night.

68



TSOV Sentence Structure Practice

Future Tense Sentence
Time, Verb

gi ikjene

Time, Object, Verb

gi ikjene

Time, Subject, Object, Verb

gi ikjene

gi ikjene

Past Tense Sentence
Time, Verb

regi

Time, Object, Verb

regi

Time, Subject, Object, Verb

regi

regi

esent Te; tence
Subject, Verb
wa'tt jee/ngk/ak
Subject, Object, Verb

wa'u jee/nak/ak
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Sentence structure: Most languages of the world, including the Hoocgk language,
follow the SOV (Subject Object Verb) basic sentence word order. En glish uses
the word order SVO (Subject Verb Object).

1. The subjectis the word or words that indicate who or what are doing the
action of the verbs. The subject is often a noun. A noun is a person, place
or thing.

2. The objectis the receiver of the action. The object can also be a noun.

3. The verbis the action of the sentence. In Hoocak the verh can also be a
state of being.

The words in the box below will be used in the following sentence examples to
explain the Hoocak sentence pattern.

Subject Object Verb
English dog Water drink
Hoocak Syuk nij racga

English, SVO, sentence pattern

English:  The dogis drinking water.

Pattern:  Subject (the dog) Verb (drinking) Object (water)
Hoocak, SOV, sentence pattern

English:  The dog is drinking water.

Hoocak:  Syykra, njj racga jee.

Pattern:  (S)Dog (0)water (V)drinking (positional)

Adjectives followthe noun or pronoun it modifies in Hoocak. As you will notice,
in English, the adjectives precede the pronoun it modifies.

English:  The red dog is drinking cold water.
Hoocgk:  Syuk $uucra, njj sinj racgg jee.
Pattern:  (S) Dog (adj) red (0) water (adj) cold (V) drinking (positional)
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Practice

Write the following sentences using the Hoocgk pattern as shown above.

1. The yellow cat sat on the chair.

2. The blue cup fell on the clean floor.

3. The big house has a small fence.

4. The old man drives a fast car.

5. Thelittle bird has blue wings.
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The main sentence pattern you will be using when speaking Hoocgk in class will
be: T S O V (Time Subject Object Verb)

Time

When indicating time, the time reference begins the sentence. Remember t use
the appropriate suffix on the time reference. (-re or -gi) This sentence pattern is
TSOV.

English:  Lastnight the red dog drank the cold water.

Hoocgk:  Haahere, Syyk Suucra, njj sjnjna racga.

Pattern;  (T) last night (S) dog (adj) red (0) water (adj) cold (V) drank

72



Practice

Write the following sentences using the Hoocak TSOV, sentence pattern as
shown above.

1. Today the little girl went to the big store.

2. Tomorrow the big horse will jump the big fence.

3. Yesterday the green bug fell in the hot soup.

4. Tonightthe silly boy will dance in the cold rain.

5. This morning the fat cat crossed the long driveway.
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Tenses; Past, Present & Future
Past tense

1. To make a statement past tense, you would add $ana to the end of
the verb if it ends in a consonant. If the verb ends in a vowel you
add nothing.

2. Ifyou are asking a question in the past tense you do not add $ana.
3. Anytime you are asking a question in the past tense there is nothing
added to the verb. Itisallin the inflection.

Future tense

1. To make a sentence future tense, you would add —kjane to the verb
ending in a vowel.

2. Ifthe verb ends with a consonant you would add -ikjane.

There is a variation to the pronunciation of -kjane. Some speakers
use -kSene

Present tense

1. To make a sentence present tense, you add a positionalto the end of
the sentence.

2. A positional is added to the end of a sentence depending on the
position of the subject. The positional will indicate if the subject is
sitting, standing or lying\horizontal movement. If the subject is
engaged in horizontal movement such as walking or running the
speaker would use the lying positional.

3. When the subject is plural these words have to be modified slightly
which you will learn in Hoocgk IL
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Negative Statements

Negative statements are usually made by starting the sentence with haake, kenj
or ke and ends with nij.

Example: Ke nyywak 1. Don't run.
Ke yaaperes nj. I don’t know.
Haake hiperes ni. (S)he doesn't know.

Entire phrases and\or more complex sentences can also follow this pattern.

Example:
Ke waisgap haipi nj. I don'’t like bread.
Kenj ciingk’eeja howata nj. I haven't gone to town yet.

Ke jaajanagi §gaacirek]'énegi yaaperes nj. Idon't know when they are
going to play.
Practice

Make the following statements into a negative statement.

1. Ilike fish. Hoora haipi.
I don’t like fish.

2. 1want to play. Ha$gac raagy.
I don't want to play.

3. Thavealotof money. Zuurara roohaxji hani.

I don’t have a lot of money.
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Commands

| Laguage Ptt.erns | ,

When you tell one person to do something, add the suffix -re to the verb. When
the verb ends in a nasal vowel the r will change to an n.

Examples: Nyywakre! Run!
Rusjgne! Quit doing that!

To make a command plural, insert “wi” before “re”.

Examples: Nyywakwire! Run! (more than one person)

Rusjawine! Y'all quit doing that!
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Practi

Make the following words singular commands.

1. Run Nyywak = Run! Nuyywakre
2. Walk Maanij > Walk!
3. Sit Mijjnak -2 Sit!
4. Stand NagZj G Stand up!
5. Lay Miik > Lay down!
Make the following words plural commands.
1. I want water. Njina hiisge raagu - I don’t want water.
2. Helikes flowers. Xjawijhoxeéreragipil. >  He doesn’tlike flowers.

3. Shehasacar. = WazZatire hiZa hani. 2>

She doesn’t have a car.

4. Heis good at dancing. Wasi warupi. >

He isn’t good at dancing.
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Locative

Any time you are talking about a place you use the word ’eeja to denote a place.
'Eeja will turn into 'iija after locations that end in an “a”.

Examples:

caak the outdoors <  outside caak ‘eeja /caageja
hox'y waterfall -  Mauston Hox’'aija
hoynjxynynjk  little depot -2  Tomah Hoynjxynynik'eja
njoxawanj water disappears =  Black River Falls Nioxawanj’eja
'aahuco blue wing - Blue Wing "Aahuco "eeja
hohira bathtub -~ bathtub hohira ‘iija
Practice

Make the following words into a location following the pattern shown above.

1. cii house >  house
2. rook inside -~  inside
3. nijis rock formation >  WIDells
4. mag earth\ground - floor

5. waa$j hostoi dance gathering 2 pow-wow
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Personal Information
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